
HOW TO FIND THE RIGHT 
FINANCIAL ADVISOR & BECOME 

FINANCIALLY CONFIDENT



In the first of our financial confidence series, we looked at how we can stop 
worrying about money and start living confidently (click to download>).

Increasingly, studies show that financial stress is a major problem among most 
of us. According to the 2021 Capital One Survey, 77% of Americans report feeling 
anxious about their financial situation, and 73% rank their finances as the most 
significant source of stress in their lives. These statistics show a crisis of financial 
wellbeing in the lives of the majority of Americans. 

When life sets us on an important mission to achieve a critical outcome, it’s perfectly normal to experience a 

sense of anxiety. The stakes rise even higher when our loved ones enter the picture, and fear sets in when we see 

that it all depends on us. 

No matter what life stage you’re in, how much you’re earning, or how well prepared you are for tomorrow, you 

cannot enjoy living if you can’t stop worrying. Worry gets in the way of peace, stifles joy, and turns life’s adventure 

into an unsettling daily grind. Instead of waking each day to an open road, we get up with the same mental 

mountains to climb.

At WestStar we’ve come to understand why this happens: in our experience, when people first come to us for 

financial advice, many describe being caught between passivity and panic. This has little to do with how much they 

are earning, where they are on their journey, or whether they’re rich or not - their reality is a feeling of uncertainty 

that keeps the mind from resting unless the crisis is resolved. It also gets in the way of their work, hinders 

performance, and reduces confidence.
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HOW DO YOU OVERCOME THE ANXIETY 
YOU FEEL ABOUT YOUR FINANCES,  
AND WHAT CAN YOU DO TO FIND  
THE RIGHT ADVICE?

Perhaps the secret lies in the way you think about your life’s mountains. Instead 
of imagining that you’ll never get to the top, never survive the dangers ahead 
or the storms you might encounter, consider that there are many experienced 
climbers who know the safest (and best) paths to follow. And with their help and 
experience, you can face the future with clarity, confidence, and a far greater 
degree of certainty. 

In much the same way, financial planning requires the specialized input of a professional financial advisor. An 

advisor will conduct a comprehensive analysis of your financial situation, needs and goals. They will assist you by 

structuring a portfolio of investment and risk products that matches your income and life stage, and minimizes 

taxes. You’ll get valuable guidance when critical financial decisions must be made, and you’ll be dissuaded from 

poor choices that have costly consequences.  

Anyone who wants to get their personal and/or business finances on track and set long-term objectives will find 

working with an advisor invaluable. And because your relationship with your advisor will play such a significant part 

in your life, finding an advisor who will walk beside you – supporting and guiding you every step of the way - is vital 

to your long-term success and peace of mind.   

How then do you find the right advisor with whom to share your journey?



HOW TO FIND THE RIGHT  
FINANCIAL ADVISOR 
FOR YOU

Trust is the most important aspect of the client-advisor 
relationship, and it is built on a number of advisor character 
traits, including integrity, honesty, competence, and their 
commitment to acting in your very best interests. 

Trust builds and sustains your relationship, and building this 
relationship over time makes sense, given that your financial 
advisor will have the knowledge and context of your situation 
over the years ahead.  

Follow these steps to find the right financial advisor for  
your unique situation.



Financial advisors’ services and areas of competence vary. Whilst some advisors provide an array of services and 

specialties, others may specialize in one or two aspects of your financial life 

Before getting financial advice, decide what you want to get out of it. This will depend on your stage of life, how 

much money you have, how much you earn, and what you’re trying to achieve.

A financial advisor will help you make financial decisions and plan for your future. This might include advice about 

debt management, budgeting, investing, retirement planning, estate planning, insurance, college funding, taxes  

and more.

Federal law does not regulate who can provide financial advice or call themselves a financial advisor, and this  

is a good reason to do your homework. You must carefully evaluate financial advisors to make sure they can  

be trusted.

Most financial advisors are bound by fiduciary duty, and are therefore legally required to work in your best interest. 

The best way to see what a financial advisor offers is to read their Financial Services Guide on their website, or you 

can ask them for a copy.

Their Financial Services Guide will show:

• The services they offer you

• How they charge you for their financial advice

• Who owns their company

• Any links they have to product providers.

Once you know what you need, find an advisor who offers the right services for you. The best financial advisor is 

the one who can help you with all your financial needs and can develop a comprehensive plan tailored to your 

financial situation and goals over time. 

Advisors’ professional designations are a good indicator of their qualifications and competencies. Find out whether 

a financial advisor has passed their industry exams and has experience and knowledge in their fields.

It is always worthwhile chatting to your friends, family, and peers about their financial advisors and the impact 

they have made on their lives. Alternatively, you can look for financial advisors online, and read about them before 

deciding to set up a meeting.

1 .  CONSIDER YOUR FINANCIAL SITUATION AND YOUR NEEDS

2. LEARN ABOUT THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF FINANCIAL ADVISORS

3. FIND AN ADVISOR WHO OFFERS THE RIGHT SERVICES FOR YOU



Most financial advisors offer their first meeting as a complimentary service.

When you meet an advisor, you get to ask them:

• What are their qualifications and value propositions?

• What kind of clients do they work with? 

• What is their approach to financial planning?

• What financial planning services do they offer?

• What fees do they charge and what will you get in return?

• How will they select the products they recommend you, and what  commissions might they receive?

• How do they go about managing your finances?

• Do they put time into educating and coaching you about money?

• What information will you receive and how is this presented to you? 

• How will they will monitor and manage your investments?

• How will they consult you on decisions?

• How often will you meet and how often will they review your accounts?

In helping you pursue your goals, a good advisor will always spend time getting to know you, educate you about 

money, explain their approach, and let you know how they keep their clients informed. 

Also, a good advisor will always see themselves as a source of emotional support and encouragement, both in your 

financial and non-financial life. 

4. MEET, EVALUATE AND COMPARE FINANCIAL ADVISORS



We wish you every success in the future and 
hope to hear from you soon.  
CLICK HERE to send us an email and we’ll get in touch with you.

10655 NE 4th St, Suite 300                                                                                                    
Bellevue, WA 98004                                         

O: (425) 429-3031

To visit our website, click here: weststarpartners.com

WHAT TO EXPECT FROM
WESTSTAR PROSPERITY PARTNERS
WestStar Prosperity Partners’ mission is to provide the kind of financial advice 
that our clients can build their dreams on. To do that, we provide a holistic 
approach that balances your short and long term goals, and provides you all the 
tools and support to put you on track to reach them. 

You’ll enjoy our financial consultants’ skilful coaching, along with a customized (and regularly calibrated) road-

mapped journey to your goals. 

We coach you through the steps to real confidence in your decisions and your future. You get to relax, knowing that 

your dreams matter to us and that you’ll be able to navigate the storms life throws at you.

If you would like to discuss how your financial needs can be incorporated into 
an overall plan that targets your goals, please contact us for a complimentary 
consultation. 

We look forward to introducing ourselves - whether on your turf or ours - or even online. We’ll get to know what 

matters to you, and discuss your expectations and options. 

With an understanding of your situation, goals, and concerns, we'll work together to pursue your aspirations and 

address your risks.

SCHEDULE A COMPLIMENTARY CONSULTATION

https://weststarpartners.com/contact/
https://weststarpartners.com/


Securities and advisory services are offered through Cetera Advisor Networks LLC, member FINRA/SIPC, a broker-dealer  

and registered investment adviser. Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity.

For a comprehensive review of your personal situation, always consult with a tax or legal advisor.  

Neither Cetera Advisor Networks LLC nor any of its representatives may give legal or tax advice.  


